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LEGISLATIVE  MILL  GRINDS  SLOWLY 


dent  to  spend  $4.7  billion  on  foreign  aid  in  the  year 
beginning  July  1.  The  President  had  asked  for  $4.9 
billion.  The  bill  will  probably  be  debated  in  both  houses 
in  June.  The  program  faces  additional  hurdles  when  it 
goes  back  to  the  Appropriations  Committees  for  final 
approval.  The  Chairman  of  the  House  Appropriations 
Subcommittee  has  called  the  Administration’s  requests 
“preposterous.” 


1!%  BRIEF.  Summer’s  heat  has  arrived  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  but  the  meandering  pace  on  Capitol  Hill  indicates 
adjournment  is  still  far  away — Labor  Day  or  later,  with 
the  possibility  of  a  final  session  after  the  November  6 
elections.  To  date.  Congress  has  completed  action  on 
only  two  major  bills — the  manpower  retraining  act  and 
a  bill  to  strengthen  the  Welfare  Pension  Plans  Disclosure 
Act.  •  Among  the  major  Presidential  proposals  still 
awaiting  action  are:  foreign  trade,  foreign  aid,  UN  bonds, 
medical  care  for  the  aged,  farm  program,  tax  revision, 
postal  rate  increase,  and  aid  to  education.  •  In  the 
background,  emphasizing  the  stepped-up  arms  race,  is 
the  fiery  glare  of  U.S.  nuclear  explosions  in  the  Pacific 
pumping  radioactive  material  into  the  atmosphere  and 
continued  underground  blasts  in  Nevada.  •  Congress 
is  still  largely  ignoring  the  extensive  U.S.  military  in¬ 
volvement  in  Vietnam,  Laos  and  Thailand. 


The  bills  differ  in  some  details,  but  both  distribute  U.S. 
aid  in  much  the  same  fashion:  about  4\^'f  of  the  fiscal 
1963  total  to  military  assistance  and  aid  to  strategic 
areas;  27%  to  development  loans;  \?»%  to  the  Alliance  for 
Progress  for  Latin  America;  to  development  grants; 

to  international  agencies — including  UN  technical 
assistance,  UNICEF  and  Palestine  refugees;  and  to 
administration,  contingency  funds  and  other  activities. 


Plight  of  Chinese  Refugees  Worsens 

The  tragic  Chinese  refugee  situation  has  added  a  new 
dimension  to  the  food  for  China  issue.  Tens  of  thousands 
of  refugees  have  been  turned  back  by  the  already  over¬ 
taxed  British  at  Hong  Kong,  with  thousands  more  still 
coming.  House  and  Senate  members  have  proposed  vari¬ 
ous  short-term  measures  which  would  help  some: 
enactment  of  a  bill  by  Senator  Philip  A.  Hart  (Mich.) 
and  25  others  (S.  3043)  which,  among  other  things, 
would  admit  up  to  50,000  refugees  a  year;  surplus  food 
for  the  refugees;  assistance  with  housing  and  travel  to 
countries  willing  to  receive  them;  and  help  in  setting  up 
temporary  camps.  The  Senate  Refugee  Subcommittee 
chaired  by  Sen.  Hart  is  holding  hearings  on  the  Hong 
Kong  situation.  On  May  23,  President  Kennedy  an¬ 
nounced  the  United  States  would  admit  several  thous¬ 
and  Chinese  refugees. 

But  it  seems  clear  that  no  long  term-solution  can  be 
found  in  Hong  Kong  or  in  refugee  resettlement.  There 
must  be  better  conditions  in  China  itself.  And  here  a 
sale  or  gift  of  U.S.  surplus  food  might  help.  One  step 
the  Administration  might  take  would  be  to  initiate 
quietly  at  Warsaw  or  elsewhere  exploratory  conversa¬ 
tions  on  this  issue. 


Kciitrif'tions  on  Aid  to  India.  The  Senate  bill  limits 
economic  aid  to  India  to  the  current  level  of  about  $727 
million.  This  is  10 G  less  than  the  Administration  had 
planned  for  fiscal  1963.  The  Committee  cut  was  based 
on  objections  to  India’s  foreign  policy,  to  the  possibility 
that  India  might  buy  Soviet  jet  fighters,  and  to  India’s 
invasion  of  Goa.  Little  attention  seems  to  have  been 
given  to  India’s  ability  to  use  economic  aid  effectively 
or  to  the  fact  that  India’s  desire  for  jets  stems  in  part 
from  concern  over  U.S.  military  aid  to  Pakistan.  During 
preliminary  committee  dLscussions,  Senators  Symington, 
Long  (La.),  Lausche,  Hickenlooper,  and  Capehart  voted 
to  end  all  aid  to  India,  while  Senators  Aiken,  Carlson,  and 
Williams  (Del.)  supported  a  257^  cut. 


Latin  Amoriran  Authorization  (ait.  The  House  Com¬ 
mittee  has  chopped  $600  million  off  the  President’s 
request  for  a  long-term  $2.4  billion  authorization  for 
the  Alliance  for  Progress  program  for  fiscal  years  1964- 
66.  The  Committee  reduction  is  said  to  show  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  the  progress  of  economic  and  social  reform 
in  Latin  America. 


I  racle  Expansion  Act  Aloves  rorwartl 

The  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee  has  just  com¬ 
pleted  action  on  the  Trade  Expansion  Act  of  1962  after 
II  weeks  of  deliberation.  Two  hundred  and  forty-five 
witnesses  appeared  before  the  Committee.  Copies  of  their 
testimony — which  runs  to  4200  pages — are  available  on 
request. 


Aid  to  Latins  and  India  Limited 

Senate  and  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committees  have 
just  approved  legislation  which  would  allow  the  Presi¬ 
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The  Committee  bill  incorporates  most  of  the  President’s 
requests.  It  gives  him  general  authority  to  reduce  tariffs 
as  much  as  50 over  the  next  five  years  and  special 
authority  to  eliminate  tariffs  on  goods  where  the  United 
States  and  the  European  Common  Market  account  for 
80'/  or  more  of  world  exports.  It  authorizes  the  elimin¬ 
ation  of  restrictions  on  importation  of  some  tropical 
products  supplied  by  underdeveloped  areas. 

The  Committee  also  agreed  to  modify  existing  “peril 
point”  and  “escape  clause”  provisions  which  have  handi¬ 
capped  trade  negotiations  in  the  past.  Under  the  new  bill, 
the  Tariff  Commission  will  no  longer  have  authority  to 
set  a  floor  on  tariff  reductions  nor  will  particular  pro¬ 
ducers  or  segments  of  industries  be  allowed  to  apply  for 
tariff  relief  on  grounds  of  economic  injury.  Import  re¬ 
strictions  are  now  to  be  regarded  as  extraordinary  assis¬ 
tance  and  will  only  be  available  when  an  entire  industry 
is  injured  or  the  national  security  threatened  by  increas¬ 
ed  imports.  Injured  businesses  and  workers  will  be  helped 
move  to  other  lines  of  work  under  a  new  trade  “adjust¬ 
ment  assistance”  program  which  will  provide  financial 
aid  and  vocational  training  for  workers,  and  technical 
and  financial  aid  for  firms. 

The  Trade  Act  will  probably  be  debated  in  the  House 
in  mid-June.  Although  a  number  of  groups  have  objected 
to  particular  aspects  of  the  act,  most  farm,  business 
and  labor  organizations  have  supported  the  President’s 
request  for  general  authority  to  cut  tariffs.  Some,  such 
as  the  FCNL,  have  criticized  the  bill  for  overemphasiz¬ 
ing  U.S.  trade  with  Europe  and  giving  low  priority  to 
helping  expand  trade  with  underdeveloped  countries. 
Others,  such  as  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation, 
object  to  the  trade  adjustment  provisions  as  a  govern¬ 
ment  subsidy  and  as  interfering  with  free  enterprise.  The 
adjustment  provisions  face  opposition  in  the  Senate 
F'inance  Committee,  where  Harry  F.  Byrd,  Committee 
Chairman,  expects  to  begin  hearings  in  early  July. 


House  Moves  Slowly  on  UN  Bonds 

A  Senate-passed  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  lend  the 
UN  up  to  $100  million  has  been  marking  time  in  the 
House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  since  April  9.  The 
hold-up  has  been  due  in  part  to  the  Committee’s  heavy 
schedule  and  in  part  to  Administrative  indecision  as  to 
how  to  promote  the  proposal. 


The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  expects  to  hold  i 
hearings  in  June  on  S.  2818  which  would  authorize  the  , 
Treasury  to  sell  Peace  Bonds  to  the  general  public  and  ( 
use  the  proceeds  to  help  cover  the  cost  of  governmental  ( 
purchases  of  UN  bonds.  S.  2818  was  introduced  by  Sen.  j 
Joseph  S.  Clark,  Pa.,  and  8  others.  A  similar  bill  by  Rep.  ( 
F"rank  Kowalski,  Conn.,  H.R.  10097,  is  pending  before  ^ 
the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee. 


Trust  Territories  Need  Development 


House  hearings  are  tentatively  scheduled  for  the  first 
week  in  June.  There  is  some  danger  that  the  House  may 
increase  the  matching  requirement  written  into  the 
bill  by  the  Senate.  The  President  originally  asked  for 
authority  to  buy  $100  million  of  the  $200  million  UN 
bond  issue.  The  Senate  circumscribed  this  authority  by 
requiring  that  any  loan  in  excess  of  $25  million  must 
be  matched  by  other  nations.  Thus  if  other  nations  are 
unable  or  unwilling  to  contribute  $75  million,  the  U.S. 
contribution  will  be  limited  accordingly  and  the  UN  will 
have  to  curtail  policing  activities  in  the  Congo. 


^  Readers  may  wish  to  write  their  Congressman  re¬ 
garding  the  matehing  formula  and  the  urgeney  of  ap¬ 
proving  a  U.S.  loan  as  soon  as  possible.  Some  32  coun¬ 
tries  have  already  agreed  to  purchase  UN  bonds.  But 
the  United  States  cannot  buy  any  bonds  until  the  Senate- 
passed  authorization  bill  is  acted  on  by  the  House  and  a 
separate  appropriations  bill  is  approved  by  Congress. 


Scattered  on  almost  100  islands,  over  an  expanse  nearly  1 
as  large  as  the  United  States,  are  the  70,000  inhabitants  U 
of  the  Pacific  Trust  Territories,  administered  by  the  U.S.  S 
Department  of  Interior  under  a  UN  Trusteeship  agree-  t 
ment.  On  May  24,  E.  Raymond  Wilson  urged  the  House  li 
Interior  and  Insular  Affairs  Committee  to  increase  the  n 
authorization  for  educational  and  economic  development 
of  these  islands  so  each  child  can  have  an  opportunity 
for  an  elementary  and  secondary  school  education.  “In  ^ 
a  world  where  colonialism  has  been  challenged  so  much  ^ 
and  where  colonial  empires  are  crumbling  so  fast  .  .  ^ 

citizens  of  the  United  States  will  want  to  point  with  pride  ^ 
to  their  record  as  administrators  of  these  islands  now  ^ 
under  our  control.”  ^ 


w 


ti 


The  Senate  has  already  increased  last  year’s  authoriza¬ 
tion  from  $7.5  to  $15  million.  The  1961  Annual  Report 
of  the  High  Commissioner  of  the  Trust  Territory  is  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Department  of  Interior. 
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Food  For  Peace  Aids  90  Million 

The  food  for  peace  program  is  highlighted  in  the  “Fif¬ 
teenth  Semiannual  Report  on  Activities  Carried  on  under 
Public  Law  480”.  During  the  period  July-December 
1961,  programming  of  surplus  agricultural  commodities 
under  the  Act  totaled  $1.8  billion,  bringing  the  total  since 
1954  to  $15.8  billion,  including  sales  for  foreign  curren¬ 
cies  and  donations.  During  this  six  months  period,  food 
was  distributed  to  more  than  66  million  needy  persons 
abroad;  and,  including  the  domestic  school  lunch  pro¬ 
gram,  to  nearly  25  million  people  in  the  United  States 
and  its  possessions.  Ask  your  Congressman  for  H.  Doc. 
385. 


Civil  Defense  Program  Up-in-Air 

There  is  growing  doubt  that  Congress  will  approve  the 
Administration’s  proposal  to  expand  the  civil  defense 
program  by  subsidizing  construction  of  fallout  shelters 
in  nonprofit  institutions.  The  program  was  submitted 
to  Congress  last  February,  and  the  Administration  has 
asked  for  $460  million  to  implement  the  program  in  the 
coming  year. 


CIO  and  the  International  Union  of  Electrical  Workers, 
have  opposed  the  bill  as  too  broad.  The  FCNL,  the  Civil 
Liberties  Committee  of  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting, 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  the  Americans  for 
Democratic  Action,  and  the  American  Veterans  Com¬ 
mittee  have  opposed  all  wiretapping. 

In  testifying  for  FCNL,  Alan  Hunt  said  that  wiretapping 
is  a  far  greater  evil  than  unreasonable  search  or  seizure, 
since  wiretapping  is  “a  far  broader  intrusion  on  the 
right  of  privacy,  .  .  .  (and)  wiretapping  is  done  in  secret, 
under  cover  of  that  sense  of  security  in  one’s  home  or 
office  which  the  government  ought  to  be  providing,  not 
violating.’’ 


Civil  Rights  Becalmed 

A  Senate  filibuster  killed  the  Administration’s  literacy 
bill,  S.  2750,  after  13  days  of  debate.  Two  attempts  by 
Senate  Majority  Leader  Mike  Mansfield  to  curb  debate 
were  rejected,  by  a  vote  of  53-43  on  May  10,  and  52-42 
on  May  14. 


The  staff  of  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee 
apparently  have  no  idea  as  to  when  hearings  might 
be  held.  According  to  press  reports,  the  Administration 
is  painfully  aware  that  no  subsidy  program  can  succeed 
without  widespread  public  support,  and  there  seems 
to  be  little  support  for  shelters.  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Defense  Pittman  has  announced  that  “for  the  present, 
we  are  committed  to  the  hope  that  the  public  will  give 
the  program  a  favorable  response.  And  we  will  stick  with 
that  commitment  until  events  prove  otherwise.’’ 


When  the  budget  of  the  overall  civil  defense  program 
was  under  review  last  April,  Albert  Thomas,  Tex., 
Chairman  of  a  House  Appropriations  Subcommittee, 
told  the  press  that  a  dozen  spokesmen  for  academic 
and  scientific  groups  had  appeared  before  the  Sub¬ 
committee  and  “every  one  of  them  was  against  the 
Administration’s  program.’’ 


Prc'ssure  Continues  F'or  Wiretap  Bill 
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The  Administration  is  continuing  to  press  for  legislation 
legalizing  wiretapping  by  Federal  and  State  officials, 
S.  2813  and  H.R.  10185.  The  Senate  Judiciary  Commit¬ 
tee  will  probably  conclude  hearings  in  early  June;  House 
hearings  will  continue  through  the  latter  part  of  the 
month. 


In  presenting  his  bill  to  Congress,  the  Attorney  General 
.j,  argued  that  “the  present  situation  is  intolerable”  and 
the  existing  law — which  prohibits  the  interception  and 
divulgence  of  phone  calls — is  “ineffective.”  The  Attorney 
General  said  his  bill  would  enable  the  Government  to 
prosecute  certain  major  crimes  more  effectively;  it 
would  allow  the  Department  of  Justice  to  punish  illegal 
tapping;  and  it  would  clarify  the  authority  of  state 
:a-  I  officials  to  wiretap. 
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A  number  of  non-governmental  agencies  have  testified 
against  the  Administration  bill.  Some,  such  as  the  AFL- 


S.2750  would  have  made  it  impossible  for  states  or 
countries  to  use  discriminatory  literacy  tests  to  restrict 
voting  in  Federal  elections.  It  would  have  eased  and 
hastened  the  registration  of  Negroes.  Without  this  legis¬ 
lation,  civil  rights  proponents  see  continued  delay  in 
achieving  equal  voting  rights. 

S.J.  Res.  29,  proposing  a  constitutional  amendment  to 
prohibit  the  use  of  the  poll  tax  in  Federal  elections,  was 
approved  by  the  House  Judiciary  Committee  on  May  22. 
Some  delay  is  expected  in  the  House  Rules  Committee, 
but  it  seems  likely  that  this  piece  of  civil  rights  legisla¬ 
tion  will  pass  the  House  this  year.  It  has  been  approved 
by  the  Senate. 


More  Questions  About  Tobacco 

March  16,  Sen.  Maurine  Neuberger,  Ore.,  introduced  S.J. 
Res.  174  to  establish  a  Commission  on  Tobacco  and 
Health  to  study  harmful  effects  of  cigarette  smoking  and 
to  recommend  governmental  action  for  the  regulation 
of  the’  manufacture,  distribution  and  advertising  of 
tobacco  products.  Mrs.  Neuberger  pointed  out  that 
“evidence  that  cigarette  smoking  causes  lung  cancer 
continues  to  proliferate  .  .  .”  and  that  “the  Federal 
Government  has  a  vital  role  to  play  in  eliminating  this 
scourge.”  The  Federal  Trade  Commission  and  the 
Public  Health  Service  are  now  preparing  reports  dealing 
with  the  possible  connection  between  cigarette  smoking 
and  cancer. 


CORRECTIOIM.  l..aKt  month’s  Newsletter 

earried  the  statement  that  the  Defense  appropria¬ 
tion  bill  would  help  buy  **6.50  Polari«  submarint's 
by  1967.”  The  statement  should  have  read  **6.56 
Polaris  missiles  by  1967”.  Kaeh  Polaris  submarine 
earries  16  Polaris  missiles  and  ean  laiineh  destrue- 
tive  power  equivalent  to  all  the  bombs  dropped  by 
all  sides  in  W  orld  W  ar  1 1 . 


Presidential  Delegation:  (left  to  right)  ICcIward  K.  Snyder.  David 
liartsough,  Samuel  l>'vering.  (>eorge  Willoughby.  Dorothy  Hutch¬ 
inson  and  llenrv  ('adhurv. 
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Brethren  Peaee  V  igil.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren  will 
hold  a  peace  vigil  in  Washington  on  June  25.  Attenders 
will  also  visit  their  Congressmen. 


“W  illiam  Penn!’  Friends  have  been  assured  by  the 
President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  a  Polaris 
submarine  will  not  be  named  “William  Penn,”  as  has 
been  rumored. 


International  Living  IVluseum.  Sen.  Oren  Long,  Hawaii, 
has  introduced  S.  Con.  Res.  70,  to  encourage  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  an  International  Living  Museum  of  Anthro¬ 
pology  and  Ethnography.  The  FCNL  has  supported  this 
project  for  several  years. 


“Gentle  Persuaders."  The  NBC-TV  showing  of  a  film 
entitled  “Gentle  Persuaders,”  an  hour’s  survey  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  has  been  rescheduled  for  July  30, 
10  p.m.,  E.D.T. 


Six  Friends  talked  with  President  Kennedy  on  May  1  on 
behalf  of  the  W  itness.  They  discussed  world  problems  for 
20  minutes,  and  gave  the  President  a  “Memorandum  on 
World  Order  and  Disarmament!’  Copy  of  the  memoran¬ 
dum  and  a  summarv  of  the  Witness  are  available  from 
FCNL. 


“American  Indians  and  Cultural  Exchange"  The  Third 
Friends  Seminar  on  American  Indian  Affairs  is  scheduled 
for  July  6-9  at  Bacone  College,  Muskogee,  Okla.  For 
further  information,  write  Friends  American  Indian 
Seminar,  160  N.  15th  St.,  Philadelphia  2,  Pa. 


SLGGESTEI)  READINGS.  “Vietnam,”  reprint  of  articles  and 
editorials  from  The  New  Republic.  Available  from  FCNL,  25<^.  The 
Price  of  Peace,  James  Wadsworth,  Frederick  Praeger,  $3.95.  The 
Inited  Nations:  Structure  for  Peace,  Ernest  A.  Gross,  Harpers, 
$2.95.  The  Churches  and  Rapid  Social  Change,  Paul  Abrecht, 
Doubleday,  $3.95.  Nuclear  Weapons  and  the  Conflict  of  Conscience. 
John  C.  Bennett,  editor,  Scribners,  $3.95. 


Friends  Witness  fur  World  Order.  There  were  1073 
registered  for  the  Witness,  held  in  Washington,  April  28- 
May  1.  Friends  held  a  silent  vigil  at  the  Washington 
Monument,  and  walked  in  front  of  the  White  House  and 
State  Department. 


Nearly  100  visited  offices  of  29  Senators  and  38  Repre¬ 
sentatives.  Delegations  had  interviews  at  the  State  De¬ 
partment;  the  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency; 
and  the  Embassies  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Soviet 
Union,  India,  Ghana,  and  Brazil.  Participants  gave  the 
UN  $7,320  in  voluntary  tax  contributions  to  be  used  for 
building  houses  in  Somaliland. 


The  Friends  Committee 
On  Nationai  legislation 


i*  a  working  committee  of  Friends  and  likeminded  persons 
attempting  to  translate  Quaker  beliefs  into  political  education 
and  action. 

FCNL  works  particularly  with  Congress  where  national  policy 
is  enacted  into  law.  It  combines  continuous  activity  in 
interviewing  legislators,  with  first  hand  reporting  on  Con¬ 
gressional  developments  to  readers  of  its  WASHINGTON 
.NEWSLETTER,  and  encourages  letters,  telegrams  and  visits 
to  Congressmen  when  they  will  he  most  effective. 


Washington  Newsletter  Service  — 

•  Twelve  issues  of  NEWSLETTER  a  year; 

•  Upon  request,  F(JNL  .ACTION  bulletins  on  foreign  and 
domestic  legislative  issues; 

•  Directory  of  (Jongressmen  and  V’oting  Record  every 
two-year  session; 

•  Upon  request,  copies  of  FCNL  testimony  before  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Congress; 

•  Replies  by  letter  to  requests  for  legislative  information; 

•  FCNL  Annual  Report  and  other  special  enclosures 
during  the  year. 


Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  to  the  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  at  $.1.00,  $4..S0  abroad,  fv.  oO  to  residents  of 
Illinoi'’  and  isron«in,  who  alM)  receive  a  Newsletter  on  state  legislation.  .Address;  .5132  South  W'oodlawn  .Avenue,  Chicago  15, 
Illinois.  I  Contributions  above  NEWSLETTER  subscription  price  ‘■upport  the  legislative  and  research  work  of  the  Committee. 
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